FARMER  GEORGE
"the influence of the Crown has increased, is increasing,
and ought to be diminished"; it was carried, but only by
eighteen votes, and within two months the Gordon Riots
had made the position of the King stronger than ever.
Nor is there the slightest evidence that the war against
the American colonies was unpopular; there were some
protests in high places, possibly for purposes of advertise-
ment, but the ordinary citizen was in favour of hostilities.
What really ruined the Royal scheme was the incompetent
ministers by whom George surrounded himself. The
King liked mediocrities, and it is not a little significant
that the Prime Minister with whom he got on best was
Addington, the most insignificant of those who held that
office during his reign. The two Pitts, Canning, Fox,
and a dozen other statesmen of genius could never be
certain of their Royal master, who wanted clerks rather
than ministers.
The personal characteristics of Lord North have been
sufficiently indicated, but some account of his financial
policy is necessary to explain his influence over contem-
porary politicians. He financed the American War by
means of loans, which had the effect of putting consider-
able sums into the pockets of the bankers, but from which
the nation derived little benefit. His custom was to
arrange the price of issue with a few friends in the City,
and then to allot the scrip well below that figure to his
political supporters, who were thus able to sell at a hand-
some profit. In these circumstances it is not surprising
that when he left office the National Debt amounted to
.£245,466,855, and if this figure should appear a. mere
trifle to a reader living in a democratic age, the latter
must remember that it wras only with the greatest
difficulty the country could raise .£25,000,000 in revenue,
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